Better Holmes and Watson

The Granada Series Reviewed
by Richard Valley

TIIE MUSGRAVE RITUAL
Adap-tal:'lnn: Iﬂ\em Paul
Direction: David Carson

Anyone coming to Granada Tele-
vision's THE SGRAVE RITUAL
via Universal’'s $HERLOCKE HOLMES
FACES DEATH (1943). the fourth in
the studio’s updated serles with Basil
Rathbone as Holmes and Migel Bruce
1% the mest bumbling of Dr. Watsons,
will have aone thoazhi HPFL'I;mtml In
mind: Where the hell is the chess-
board loor?

Chess figured prominently in that
film’s version of the Musgrave Rilunal,
but it has nothing to do with the
litany in Sir Aethur Conan Doyle’s
shart story {published in The Strand
Muzguzine in 1893, and collected in The
Memoirs af Sherlock Holmeg), Uni-
wversal's Berteam Millhauser fashloned
his wen variation of the Ritual, but
he was hardly the tirst to do so:
Pride of place goes 1o T. 5. Eliot, who

devised one for his play MURDER 1IN
THE CATHEDRAL, (" My use of the
Musgrave Ritual was deliberate and
whaolly conscious,” wrote Eliot.)

When it came time to “remake”
the story for Granada’s THE RETURN
OF SHERLOCK HOLMES, dramatist
Jeremy Paul found that il was once
Again necessary o make a8 minor few
chanpges, this time because no suil-
able location could be found contain-
ing the trees essential to the untan-
gling of the puzzle, The solution: a
tree-shaped weathervane high atop
Hurlestone Manor. (Paul’s remodel-
ing mel with little if any dsapproval,
and vast arri'pranr'l; the latter in
the scowling form of an Edgar, the
much-coveted award from the Mys.
tery Writers of America.)

The storyline of Conan Doyle’s
“The Musgrave Ritual” concerns a
ceremony handed down from gen-
eration to generation, wntil it fi-
nally falls into the hands of Regi-
nald Musgrave, an old schoolmate of

BELOW: Michael Culver Ehyed the aristocratic Rzﬁinalil!usgmve in the

Edgar-winning THE MUS

RAVE RITUAL. OFFO

TE: A peek behind the

seenes of Granada’s THE RETURN OF SHERLOCK HOLMES. Holmes and
Watzon (Jeremy Brett and Edward Hardwicke) are on their way to Hurle-
stome Manor to visit Holmes’ old school chum, Reginald Musgrave. (In the
original story, Watson takes no active parl)

- Jeremy Brett

Sherlock Holmes. Unfartunately, the
ritual also falls imto the hands of
Musgrave's buller, Brunton, wha,
likl:'i?erl.'vl:s, has a bit more than his
master in the brains department (but
not enuuﬁ'l\ to keu:p imself from
meeting a grisly fate at the hands of
servant Rachel Howells),

The slary presents ane of Halmes'
carliest cases, and is related by the
Great Detective to De. Watson, who
tnkes mo active part in the investi-
gation. Maturally, this would not do
for Granada, so Paul cleverly wove
Walson inta the fabric of the Pil.:er.:r
providing the waorthy physician with
some weiphly conoerns of his own=—
namely, Holmes' addiction to co-
caine. The episnde is one of the
few that addresses [lolmes” drug de-
pendency, and its inclusion greatly
heightens the drama. (Only one later
program, Gary Hopkins' THE DE-
VIL'S FOOT, dared tackle the sub-
ject; like THE MUSGRAVE RITUAL,
it copped an Edgar.)

As in every episode of THE RE-
TURN OF SHERLOCK HOLMES, Jer-
emy Brett and Edward Hardwicke
remain in peak form. Michael Culver
{Rusinald Muhﬁl‘dk’f:l_, Ialm-_-u Hazel-
dine (Richard Brunton), and Johanna
Kirby (Rachel Howells) are not very
far behind.

Canan Doyle's story ends with
Brunton dead and Rachel vanished
inta the night. Granada's version
comes bo a tar more EthinE Con-
clusion. 11°s the (deerstalker) cap
on one of the best Sheelock Holmes
PrHOgrams evir Frnrh:l ced.
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