Better Holmes and Watson
The Granada Series Reviewed

THE BLUE CARBEUNCLE
Adaptation: Paul Finney
Direction: Duvid Carson

"a oo I flready has 4 sindster history
There have beea two murdess, a vilciol
throwing, a suicide, and several robberies
brought ahout Tor the sake of this E:Irt:.r-
grain weight of cr:.-glni!-umd chiireonl.”

Given this grim descriplion (by
Sheriock Holmes nimsel§) of the infamos
blue carbuncle, ooe might resdily expoct
the b sone o drawe the Greal
Deetective and his companion, Dr, Joln I
YWarson, down fog-filled bfway: slrewn
with the victime of the “Carbuncie Curse.”
Bul, oo, il pever becknes necesary for
our heroes io lraverse the mean streels of
18th-ceniury Londen, because the accom-
modating earbunche comes to them.

Om Chrisimis Eve.

Ina goose.

Perhitips more profoundly than in the
original shoel siory by Sir Anhur Conas

Al phesios @ Granada Televislen of Englard

Dovle, which was first ched in the
Janaary 1592 edition of The Strand Mapa-
zine, Grunada TV's THE BLUE CARBLUN-
CLE is, literally, a Dickers of a tale. A
Trickcensian £, reminseent of the
belowved author's Christmas books, and
subtle emphasi= on comedy—ithe sioalen
gem of the title & hidden, afer :0, i thai
%:msc—lcrds the pmuﬂwn @ warm
ulelide ghow, wsilvl:n it one of the
most charmin E ADVEMN-
TURES OF 3 l:K HOLMES, Mo
simpic munler cne, this, CARBUNCLE
is adeft uzzle in wiich the Master Skeuith
muat doduce the mannér by which the
Countess of Morcar's missing bauble has
fimind s Wy Falls] FTL-.11|:!,I Haker®s hird, An
inpocent ex-cormvict, John Homer (Des-
nvond MeMNamara), stands accused by the
Countess (Reaalind Knlgﬂ}afupjml 4
thelt, and Ih]m:sm:i 'atson set matlers
straight without once meeting the man
wha benefils most by thedr intervention.
Three scencs in particular hlend
Drickens ond Consn Duyﬁlupﬂfmhu. In

ABOVE : What befter plce fo kide o priceless gem then indde a—goore? Fraak Mills,
Jeremy Brei, and feathered friend in THE BLUE CARBUNCLE, NEXT PAGE: It'sa
husy day in the neiphbvrhood for Shecdock Hotmes and Dy, Watson (Jerenty Bretl arnd
Dhavid Furks),

JSeremy Brett

the firsl, Homer and his wife, Jennie
[Amelda Hm'm),. stind before o (oy-shop
window, choosing gifis they can ill affond

for hedr und behaving very much
like the Cratchits in A Chrizomas Carel,
umil Conan Thvle's Trgpecior Brsdsiree
(Brian Miller) appears on the soons o ar-
rest the former jailbird In the second,
Henry Baker (Frank Middlecass), o
wholly sympathetic eccentric who has
fallen on Hard Times, ralates the tale of
the goose w an inguisidve but cool Sher-
ok Fiolmes. In the list, Homer is reoniied
with his wife and children on a anow-
covened London street for o final imsge
that nappaly recalls the closing st Ga
which Tiny Tim nuns to the eager amas of a
reformed of the splendid 1951
prosluction of A CHRISTMAS CARDL.

Far those who prefer s fouch less sen-
Ument 2nd atad moce delection in theis de-
tective: ghores, THE RLUE CARBUNCIE
i the alveniure whergin Holmes “con-
structs” & man salely by the evidence
forund oa the gentlemn’s hat.

“What do you gaher feom Uizt bat-
tered okl feit?™ acks a bemused Walson,
wiho plainly sees nothing bevond b fact
that the initsals “H.B" upon the besdband
siand for Henry Baker, a name altached by
lag Lo the goose that accompanied the
hl?sW]H o Baker Strect. =

Tolmes smiles,

“Tzal e is highly intelleduul is,
of course, obvious,” claims the deleclive,
“apd also that be was wvery well-to-do
within tne three years, although now
he has Tallen upon evil days, Te his fore-
sigh, bul less now thEan foamerly, pointing
to amon relrogression which, when laken
with the decline in his forbanes, scoms o
indicate an evil influence—probably






	blue_0047
	blue_0048

